
January 3, 2017  

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Jacobson called the meeting to order with the Pledge of Allegiance at 9:00 a.m.  

Commissioner Redland was absent.   

Chairman Jacobson turned the meeting over to Auditor-Treasurer Hanson at which time the newly 

elected commissioners, Marvin Gunderson, Steve Jacobson and Steve Bommersbach, and the newly 

elected soil and water supervisors in attendance, Bruce Tufte and Ronald Thorsrud, were sworn into 

office.     

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then called for nominations for Chairman of the Board of Commissioners 

for 2017.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to nominate Marvin Gunderson as Chairman of 

the Board for 2017.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and called for nominations 

to cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Marvin Gunderson as Chairman for 2017 and all voted 

in favor.   

The meeting was turned over to Chairman Gunderson.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

nominate Steve Bommersbach as Vice Chairman for 2017.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 

and called for nominations to cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Commissioner 

Bommersbach as Vice Chair for 2017 and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with one addition, Commissioner 

Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:12 a.m. Commissioner Redland joined the meeting.   

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 28th meeting, 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and brought forth discussion dealing with the paragraph 

concerning the budget and levy information and requested an addition of the gross levy being a 

4.65% increase over 2016.  She also wondered if the one nay vote should be clarified as to who it 

had come from.   Motion passed unanimously with the additions.   

Commissioner Jacobson then led discussion regarding forming a new committee to deal with 

staffing issues.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to form a Departmental Staffing Committee, 

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The 2016 list of Committee assignments was reviewed with a few changes made for the 2017 

Committee assignments.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve committee 

assignments as discussed, Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   A 

copy of the Committee Assignments is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the following newspaper quotes:   

    1. Official publication of Commissioners’ proceedings, bids, legal notices, and all other 
required publications during 2017 in the Norman County Index at their legal rate as set by the 
Minnesota State Legislature. 
 2. Publication of the Delinquent Tax Notice and Forfeited Tax Notice and Sale in the Twin 
Valley Times at their legal rate as set by the Minnesota State Legislature. 
 3. The First Publication of the 2016 County Financial Statement in the Norman County Index 
at their legal rate as set by the Minnesota State Legislature. 
 4. The Second Publication of the 2016 County Financial Statement in the Twin Valley Times 
at their legal rate as set by the Minnesota State Legislature. 
 
Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to set the 2017 Board Meetings as the first Tuesday 
after the first Monday and the third Thursday with some exceptions as discussed with a start time of 
9:15 a.m.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A copy of the dates will 
be posted on the County’s web page and is on file in the Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the IRS limit of 53.5 cents/per mile as the rate 
for mileage reimbursement for 2017.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor. 



 
Commissioner Redland made a motion to set the Commissioner per diems at $60.00 per meeting 
for 2017.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor. 
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to raise the meal reimbursement by $2.00 per meal for 
2017, setting the amount at $12.00 for breakfast, $14.00 for lunch and $18.00 for evening meal.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to set the 2017 beaver bounty at $50.00 per beaver and set 
the gopher reimbursement amount at $.75 per gopher.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve per diems for board appointed committee 
members at $60.00.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Jerilyn Swenson, County Highway Engineer, presented her agenda shortly after 10:00 a.m. beginning 
with information on a “Transportation Alternatives” project within the City of Ada identified as Ada 
Railway Bed Trail Facility which would be an infrastructure grant to pave the old railroad line as a 
safe route to/from school and connecting to the Dekko Center.   Jerilyn presented a resolution of 
sponsorship for Norman County to act as a sponsoring agency for the “Transportation Alternatives” 
project.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 01-03-2017 whereby Norman County would 
act as the sponsoring agent for the “Transportation Alternatives” project within the City of Ada.  
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and on roll call vote, all voted in favor.   
 
Ms. Swenson gave an update on the Commissioner of Transportation Order for the change of a 
portion of CSAH 29 to become CSAH 65.  She had received paperwork but had to send it back as 
there were errors.  She expects this Order to come soon.   
 
Jerilyn next informed the board of upcoming Urban Reconstruct jobs in Neilsville and Climax the 
summer of 2017 involving US Highway 75 which will make Highway 75 impassable for some of the 
summer.  The state is looking at a 25 working day detour which will involve County Road 3 east of 
Shelly to County Road 18 and then north into Polk County and then back west on Polk County Road 
41 north of Climax.   
 
Ms. Swenson also expressed to the board that she was hoping to have construction projects ready 
for bidding in March and reminded the board that the projects were for CR 25 west of CR 10 to the 
Wild Rice River at Hendrum, CR 28 from CR 27 to CR 33 and CR 31 from TV to CR 36 and also 
mentioned that they might consider CSAH 19 east of CR 160 to CR 36 depending on budget as it is 
showing a lot of wear at this point.   
 
Garry Johanson, Environmental Service Officer, who had arrived early for his time with the board 
urged the Highway Dept to be sure to let vendors know that they will need to get their permits 
submitted through planning and zoning when they are awarded a contract.   
 
Garry then updated the board on 2016 projects within Planning & Zoning stating that he had issued 
15 septic permits, 56 building permits, 6 of which were for new homes, 1 conditional use permit and 
7 variances.   
 
He also updated the board on the Waste Management issue at Flom stating that Waste 
Management had pulled their dumpsters out of Flom the end of December and that Al’s Disposal 
had agreed to provide that service to Flom for 2017.   Al’s had already placed dumpsters on the 30th 
of December.   
 
Garry also notified the board that coming up on January 24th the MN Pollution Control Agency 
would be sending two representatives from the Solid Waste Management Division to visit regarding 
the demolition landfill.  The meeting would be held at the Highway Dept meeting room, Garry was 
just needing to confirm a time with MN PCA.  Garry also noted that all the testing samples had been 
done at the landfill site and he was just waiting to hear the results.   
 
Mr. Johanson also updated the board from an Emergency Management standpoint stating that he 
had received a summary on the damage assessments from the State of Minnesota concerning the 
August 28th wind storm and was hoping to receive payment from the State soon.   



Garry also stated that he is hoping to tweak findings and fact sheets for the Planning Commission in 
2017.  He also noted that he has had inquiries again on hog operations for up to five different 
townships in the county.  Mr. Johanson also noted that he generally has a meeting with the National 
Guard in February with regard to forecast for flooding.   
 
Chairman Gunderson shared an appreciation letter from the Ada Area Promotions Committee 
regarding the Southwest Business Park road project.   
 
James Brue, County Attorney, entered the meeting and the board informed him that he had been 
appointed to the newly created Departmental Staffing Committee.   
 
Discussion then centered on the vacation/sick leave policy with regard to extending an employee’s 
probationary period.  Policy at this time does not allow an individual in their probationary period to 
use vacation or sick leave even though they are accruing it.  After considerable discussion the board 
consensus was to remove any stipulations regarding the use of vacation/sick leave during an 
employee’s probationary period.   The Auditor-Treasurer was asked to notify Teri Taylor, Human 
Resources, of the board intention with regard to the Personnel Policy revision.   
 
Jill A. Murray, County Assessor, was then sworn in as the Norman County Assessor, for a four year 
appointment.  Ms. Murray also requested to set the date for the County Board of Appeal & 
Equalization and noted that if we were consistent with the 2016 date, we would choose Monday, 
June 12, 2017, at 6:30 p.m.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve setting the 
date of Monday, June 12, 2017 for the Norman County Board of Appeal and Equalization to be held 
at 6:30 p.m. in the County Board Room.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
Auditor-Treasurer Hanson presented the 2017 Audit Engagement Letter from the Office of the State 
Auditor for signature.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to sign the 
Audit Engagement letter for the 2016 audit with the Office of the State Auditor.   Commissioner Hall 
seconded the motion and all voted in favor of the one year obligation.   
 
The newly appointed Departmental Staffing Committee set an initial meeting for 1:00 p.m. on 
Friday, January 6th in the Commissioners Room.   
 
After reviewing the bills as presented, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the 

bills as follows:   

Revenue:   $42,233.32 Building:   $2,663.70  Social Services:   $23,592.00 

County Homes:  $133.00  Road & Bridge:   $50,270.35      Total:   $118,892.37. 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

______________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor/Treasurer 


